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At-Risk Youth Revel in STEAM Summer Day Camp Mentor Protégé Workshop Activities
On August 29, the Community Outreach Ministry held a STEAM Summer Day Camp. The
ministry is a nonprofit organization cofounded by Dr. Mona Davies and her husband, Bob. Since
2000, the husband and wife team have assisted youth in Riverside County in breaking the cycle of
intergenerational incarceration, illiteracy, poverty and self-destruction by "giving at-risk kids a
second chance to be winners and champions;” a phrase Dr. Davies stresses frequently.
The STEAM mentor protégé workshops were made possible through a grant from the
Riverside County District Attorney's Office Asset Forfeiture Special Fund. It was held outdoors at
Murrieta's Wellness and More Herbalife Nutrition and was by invitation only. The Forfeiture
Special Fund was instrumental in creating another informative and entertaining event for children
because the fund supports the development and continuation of positive intervention programs for
high-risk elementary and secondary school age students to divert them from drugs and gangs.
Even in the middle of a pandemic, “the Science Technology Engineering Arts and
Mathematics (STEAM) event was a golden opportunity to expose students to robotics and art, and
to introduce STEAM.” A questionnaire filled out prior to the day’s events revealed that 16 out of
21 students had never heard of STEM, yet the majority had successfully built a robot from a soda
can. The youth’s responses to the questionnaire exemplified the impact of Community Outreach
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Ministry to empower students from a young age. Of the 21 children who participated, 13 were in
elementary school, five were middle school students and three of the participants were in high
school. More than 15 volunteers – who referred to themselves as the "Secret Service Riders" -engaged both parents and students alike with their enthusiasm and liveliness," Briana Ramirez said.
Ramirez, one of the volunteers, is a member of Gateway Church of the Nazarene, Murrieta.
Cynthia Duran, the Sewing Stories Arts and Crafts coach said she was “so inspired by the
children.” Duran had the opportunity to work with a family of three young boys and also a family
of three young girls. “Both sets of siblings spent most of their time at my booth creating flags or
decorating their crab robots. I was so impressed by their imagination and use of materials to create
their own art. Children are amazing and I learn so much from them at each event,” Duran said.
Financial literacy coach Jonay Cordeiro VP, Financial Services Leader at the Banc of
California, San Diego coordinated the Secret Service Riders Inland Empire to mentor those
children who attended the workshop. “The event was wonderful, and I loved seeing the mentors
connect so quickly with the boys and girls,” Cordeiro said. “The mentors also raved about how it
was such a great event and how thankful they were to be a part of it.”
Miesha “Tru” McClendon of the Ladies Secret Service Riders said that "the riders
appreciated the opportunity to serve as mentors for the children and learned some things in the
process. This was a very humbling and exciting experience. We look forward to teaming up with
Community Outreach Ministry in the future."
Janice Hare, a member Mt. View Church in Wildomar has served as a volunteer with
Community Outreach Ministry for close to two decades and was also an integral part of the
summer workshop. One of her primary responsibilities over the years has been to contact Angel
Tree families to invite them to year-round activities. Angel Tree activities focus on holiday events
during the Christmas season. At the end of the workshop, some of the families contacted Hare to
let her know how fun and educational the STEAM workshop was for the participants.
Children age eight and older were able to build mechanical robots. Kids younger than
eight participated in arts and crafts workshops. All the STEM learning science kits, materials and
lunch were free for everyone at the workshop. The parents responded with praise and
compliments, stating how the children enjoyed the event which they also felt was well-organized.
The girls also enjoyed the workshop as much as the boys did, some of whom made flags.
"To sum everything up, this was another first-class Community Outreach Ministry
workshop,’ said Jacori Neal, a seventeen-year-old student at Temescal Canyon High School in
Lake Elsinore. Neal has been involved in the ministry’s youth programs for years and also serves
as a STEM mentor year-round with Community Outreach Ministry. “The children and mentors
had a beautiful, fun day," Neal added.
Wellness and More Business Owner Jennifer Hernandez, whose business is located at
25377 Madison Avenue Suite 104, Murrieta commented that "it was an honor to see the volunteer
mentors support the kids in robotics and arts and crafts workshops. It was nice to have the Neal
Brother Singers Jacori and Jaelin Neal sing and share their stories. I was honored to host the event
for Bob and Dr. Mona Davies.”
The Davies are grateful to Debbie Ronquillo Fine Art Studio for taking photos and
Yolande Hill Art of Photography for posting interviews online. And for Briana Ramirez, a data
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analyst, for working with the Davies surveys to aid in acquiring the data needed to coordinate
future events for at-risk youth. Ramirez also assisted in bringing Chic-fil-A boxed lunches to the
workshop.
The 20th Angel Tree Christmas Party will be held on Sunday, December 13, 2020 from
12:30 to 3:00 p.m. at the Elks Lodge in Wildomar. We welcome sponsors to contact us for Angel
Tree tags to shop for the wish lists of children from zero to 18. Donations can also be made online
at https://www.communityoutreachministry.org. Or send a text to DONATE CHAMPIONS to 609212-0627. For more information call 951-698-7650 or email
info@communityoutreachministry.org.

Cynthia Duran art Coach with Sewing Stories mentoring Risk brothers from Wildomar, Branson 6,
Ki 7, Richard 4, creating collages using recycled materials and mod podge
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Dr. Mona and Bob Davies co-founders Community Outreach Ministry with Neal Brother Singers
Jacori 17, and Jaelin 15 from Lake Elsinore holding high school STEM robot kits

Emma Ochoa 8, from Murrieta with mentor fabricating robot
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Eric Strong mentor with Nathan Ellis 5, from Wildomar holding tin can robot

Front Row left Jonay Cordeiro, Dr. Mona and Bob Davies, Jennifer Hernandez of Wellness and More with
Secret Service Riders Inland Empire
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Hernandez sisters from Murrieta Jasmine 13, Carmella 8, and Tiffany 9, building crab robot and arts and
crafts

Jaelin 15 and Jacori 17 Neal Brother Singers Temescal Canyon High School Lake Elsinore
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Ochoa brothers from Murrieta Anthony 9, and Joshua 8, building robots

Theron Ellis 12, from Wildomar, assembling robot with mentor
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